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DOWNTOWN GILBERT FALL CELEBRATION

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

In our vibrant community, we are blessed with a rich cultural tapestry that weaves together the
traditions and celebrations of people from all walks of life. From the joyous lights of Diwali, the h
remembrances of Dia de Los Muertos, the communal spirit of Oktoberfest, and the beautiful celek
Harvest Moon, during the Mid-Autumn Festival.
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Each tradition brings its own unique flavor and history. As we also honor National Native Ameti¢ \\, [
Month, let us take time to honor the rich cultures, traditions, histories, and contributions of Na i 7

people. These celebrations not only highlight our shared humanity but also foster a deeper understane Y2
respect for the diverse cultural heritage that makes Gilbert so special.

Moon Festival

The Moon Festival, also known as the Mid-Autumn Festival, is celebrated in many East Asian countries,
particularly China and Vietnam. It falls on the 15th day of the 8th lunar month. Mid-Autumn is when many Asian
cultures celebrate the Harvest moon with gatherings to commemorate love, hope, and gratitude. Lanterns of
all sizes and shapes, are carried and displayed - they are symbolic beacons that light people's path to
prosperity and good fortune.

Hispanic Heritage Month

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated annually in the United States from September 15 to October 15. This
month-long observance honors the histories, cultures, and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors
came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America.

Oktoberfest

Oktoberfest is a famous beer festival held annually in Munich, Germany, from late September to the first
weekend in October. It began in 1810 to celebrate the marriage of Crown Prince Ludwig and Princess Therese.
Today, it features large beer halls, traditional Bavarian music, food, and parades.

Diwali

Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is a significant Hindu festival celebrated over five days. It
symbolizes the victory of light over darkness and good over evil. People light oil lamps, decorate their homes,
exchange gifts, and enjoy festive meals.

Halloween

Halloween, celebrated on October 3lst, is a holiday where people dress up in costumes, go trick-or-treating,
and carve pumpkins into jack-o’-lanterns. It has roots in ancient Celtic festivals, particularly Samhain, which
marked the end of the harvest season and the beginning of winter.

National Native American Heritage Month

Celebrated in November, National Native American Heritage Month honors the rich cultures, traditions,
histories, and contributions of Native American people. It is a time to educate the public about the unique
challenges Native Americans have faced historically and in the present.

Dia de Los Muertos

Dia de Los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a Mexican holiday celebrated on November 1st and 2nd. It h
deceased loved ones through altars adorned with photos, marigolds, candles, and favorite foods of the
departed. It is a joyful celebration recognizing death as a natural part of life.

Sources: US Départment of the Interior Indian Affairs, National Geographic Kids, PBS Teaching Lounge, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Oktoberfest, https://www.hisp
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